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Art Master : Sunil, | 
asked all of you to draw a 
horse and a cart. But you 
have drawn only the 
horse. 
Sunil : But the horse 
will draw the car, sir 
+ Ajit Nathanael, Std. 1X, 
Stanes HSS, Coonoor. 





What is wrong in this picture? 
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(fall created things the loveliest, 
And most divine are children, —William Canton 


E-mail : kalkiweekly@vsni.com 
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Magadi in Rajasthani 
dialect means a hillock and 
Mohur a gold coin. 


hittorgarh is a fort in 
Rajasthan, Rana Rattan 
Singh was the ruler and he 
had a very pretty wife Padmini, 
News about Padmini’s beauty 
spread far and wide. 

Allaudin Khilji was the ruler at 
Delhi, He also heard about 
Padmini’s beauty and the desire to 
see her grew stronger day by day. 
He tried various ways 
of getting a glimpse of 
her, but failed. Finally 
the Rana agreed to let 
Allaudin see Padmini’s 
reflection through a 
series of mirrors. On 
seeing her thus, his 
desire to possess her 
became strong. When 
all attempts failed, he 
decided to strike 
Chittorgarh. 


Ilaudin started on 
this memorable 
campaign on 

January 29th 1303. 

Chittorgarh was 

surrounded and a siege 

was laid for seven 
months. Chittorgarh is 
ata height and hence 
the muslim army found 
it difficult to strike the 
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fort with their cannons. Height was 
required to raise the cannons within 
striking range 

‘The muslim general thought of 
a novel plan - to build a hillock 
and bring the cannons to the top 
of the hillock. That is how the 
idea of Mohur Magadi was 
born, 


lext came the question - how 

to build such a hillock. 

Again a novel idea was born 
in the fertile mind of the General. 





Why not use the local populace by 
tempting them with gold? For every 
basket of mud thrown to build the 
hillock, a mohur or gold coin was 
given. It was a hazardous task as 
the Rajputs were shooting arrows 
from atop the fort. Many locals got 
killed in the process, Yet the lure 
for gold was so strong, that they 
continued pouring baskets of mud 
to make the hillock. Many died on 
the hillock clinging to the gold they 
had earned. At last the hillock was 
ready, 


Naudin took his cannons atop 
‘the man-made hillock and 
struck the fort walls, The 

Rajputs offered stiff resistance but 

ultimately Chittorgarh fort fell. A 

fierce battle was fought and many 

died on both sides. On August 26th 

1303, the fort surrendered, 

When Allaudin entered the 
city, he found it to be empty and 
desolate, Rani Padmini, along 
with other Rajput women had 
perished in the flames of 
Jauhar! and the warriors had 
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committed Saka? 

To this day, if you go to 
Chittorgarh, you will find a 
small hillock beside the fort. 
You can prospect for gold and 
if you find some you are 
extremely lucky! The hillock 
stands as a silent testimony 
for man’s greed for 

gold 


Prema Ramakrishnan, 
Chennai, 


Jauhar'. The act of women 
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the purplo-rumy 
sunbied,” 


kshaya, Ramya, Vivek and Vineet 

were cousins. They often 
wondered where uncle Sudhakar went 
every morning, meticulously dressed ~ 
khaki shorts, a dull coloured T-shirt, a 
cap neatly perched on his head, canvas 
shoes and a pair of binoculars hung, 
around his neck, Bird-watching? 

It was Saturday morning and the 
children were up early (it was a holiday 
you see!) and seated in front of the 
‘computer. There came Sudhakar uncle. 
‘They decided to ask him that morning, 
And they did, walking straight up to 
him, 















'You guessed right” confirmed 
uncle. “I've been birding, That's my 
hobby and I simply love it.” 

“Is it not boring uncle?” asked 


INSIGHT - BIRDING 


Ramya. She was a book-worm 
and did not care much for 
‘outdoor activity. 
“We can lear enough from the 
inter-net anyway. There's no 
guarantee we'll actually see the 
birds, is there?” Akshaya seemed 
uncertain. 

The children waited 
eagerly forareply from uncle 
Sudhakar, He smiled and said 
“Why don’t you just join me 
tomorrow at 5.30 in the 

morning? It’s a Sunday after all! But 
do get permission from your parents! 
‘And remember to dress like me. 
look!" He turned around to show them, 
“Don't I look smart? Well, don't 
forget to carry a little note book, a 
pencil, a field guide if you have one 
and ofcourse your water bottle, I'll 
bring along a pair of binoculars and a 
telescope.” 
“Wow! A telescope!” Vineet, the 
youngest of the lot was really excited. 






















They man 
‘aged to leave 











female is brown and spotted." 
around 6.00 on Sunday 
moming. They walked to 


the park, a little distance 
away. Atthe farend of the 


park was an estuary. y 
On entering the park, uncle called 


them closer to give them a few 
instructions. It was their first ¢4'S open and 
experience and hence they needed it! listen carefully. 
sly mornings and late evenings Then, you will be 
are the best times to watch birds, In ble to ‘see’ the 
India, we get to sce many more birds bitds even in the 
ter the rains and during winter - ark or when they 
larly birds that migrate.” are hidden. Keep clase 
“We. know Me now. : 
what migration They walked along on tip-toe. 
means. We've “Listen... do you hear the rat-a-tat-tat 
read about it in Of the woodpecker at work, drilling a 
hole?” 
The children nodded. Vivek 
4% pointed out to another sound, 
“That's the koel’s song” informed 
uncle, “Let us sit here for a while 
in view of this fruiting tree and 
{ observe. Birds are often spotted 
near fruiting trees, sun-splashed 
glades, marshes, rivers or on thick 






























our lessons, uncle” flowering bushes. Look at that bird, 
said Vivek. » ls the purple-rumped sunbird - 
Uncte went on. always active, flitting 


from flower to flower. 


NY 





"You must observe \ 
total silence once 
we enter the | .\i¢ 
birding area. Talk © * ~~ 

only in whispers. Lata etin Bae 
Keep your eyes and doesn't he?” <i 


“That Is the act of 
balance in 
nature,” 





feeding on nectar” said uncle as he 
pointed out to the tiny bird. 

‘They heard the song of the koel once 
again - a fluty double call. They 
recognised it and strained themselves 
to spot it, Black and beautiful with 
bright red eyes. 

“That's the male, The female is 
brown and spotted. She must be around 
somewhere” explained uncle, 


‘There was silence for a while. The 
children took tums to look through the 
telescope. Uncle had spotted the 
hoopoe. He became excited. He let the 
children have a view as he explained 

“The hoopoe is seen mostly on the 
ground, It is a tame and familiar bid. 
See his long, curved bill. He looks for 
bugs and beetles. He hops, dances and 
moves his head forward and back. He 
looks grand doesn’t he with his beau- 
tiful fan-like crest, striped wings and 
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tail feathers," Before they knew 
it, the bird had disappeared! 
“What is that hanging from 
the tree, uncle? There are so 
many of them?” asked Vineeth. 
“Oh! That is the weaver 
bird's nest. They live in 
colonies. See how intricate the 
nest is. It has an opening at the 
bottom. The chicks are safe 
inside, The weaver bird is 
extremely skilled and dexterous, 
Our engineers are no match for 
them!” 
‘They decided to move on, As 
they walked along they came to 
small clearing surrounded by 
dry bushes and less green plants. “Look 
at that nest made out of dry twigs, Just 
about the size of a big bow! back in 
mom's kitchen..." observed Ramya, 
“There are chicks inside and four of 
them” screamed Vivek in excitement. 
“Shh... Shh...” warned Akshaya, 
Uncle spoke to them in a stem voice. 
“Never disturb the nest or handle the 
eggs. Don'teven go anywhere near the 
nests. You know, the mother bird will 
simply abandon her nest and her young 
if she smells the scent of a ‘foreigner’, 
‘The mother of these chicks seems to 
have gone in search of food...” 








Just then the most terrible thing, 
happened! A slightly larger bird with 
4 short and hooked beak swooped 
down in swift motion and grabbed a 
chick with its sharp, strong claws, It 
all happened like lightning. The 
children stood stunned and shocked. 















They had not 
expected this to 
happen. They were 
feeling sad. 

“That's the Shikra 
you saw and that is 
the act of balance in 
nature” explained 
uncle Sudhakar 
breaking the silence 
as he led them away 
to another spot 

“How can we 
recognise birds, uncle?" 
asked Ramya after a while, 

“That comes with practice deat. 
T'll show you how you can start, You ®xtem« 
draw a rough sketch ofthe bird as soon 
as you spot one. Compare its size to 


that of a bird you already know. Write size Neck : 

down your observations like this.."He Colour Feather: 

showed them a page from his own Beak Tail 

book. Claws Perching spot : 
‘Time: Eyes Feed : 
pas Sound Nest 
Climate ‘The children were amazed! How 


much to observe and how 
interesting, Birding would surely 
help them to concentrate and 
observe. This will help them with 
their studies! 

“Once you make your 
observations, then you can refer to 
a field guide like this - a book with 
pictures and descriptions... But let's 
‘walk back now. 1’ late.” 


The children were in no mood 
to leave, They were just beginning 
toenjoy this, Uncle convinced them 
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with a promise. They began walking 
back, 

“T'll take you all to the sanctuary 
uring your vacation. You'll get to see 
more rare birds and migratory birds, 
The rainy season will be over and with 
plenty of water, we can surely spot 
them. But meanwhile there's home 
work for you. 

‘The children were thrilled. Any 
amount of home work on this would 
be enjoyable and not boring! 

“Read your field guide everyday 
and become familiar. Visit this park 
whenever you have time and walk 
along the estuary. Remember all that 
we learnt today and the rules... and 
‘most importantly, look out of your 
‘window into your own little backyard 
every morning and evening. That's the 
best place to start with. You can invite 
birds into your homes and gardens you 
know! 

“How can we do that uncle?" asked 
Vivek getting to be very serious. 

“Birds come tocat the rice flour that 
is used to draw kolams. Haven't you 


ee 


seen your mother offering rice to the 
crows every morning? You see, our 
ancestors believed in being nature 
friendly. I remember sparrows building 
nests right inside our house, when I was 
young like you. It’s sad we don’t spot 
‘many sparrows these days! If you are 
interested, I can also help you set up a 
bird bath and bird feeder...” 

“That sounds great” the children 
chorused. 

“If you want to know more, you can 
always write to the Naturalist Societies 
‘oreven tothe offices of the World Wide 
Fund for Nature that are set up in 
Various cities.” 

What an exciting morning it had 
been and what a thrilling experience. 
‘So much to tell the adults at home! 

~ Radhika Sasankh: 

Photos : Sri Hari 

Special thanks : Uncle Sudhakar, 
Madras Naturalist Society, 
Chennai. 


Next insight 
ANIMATION - A HISTORY |, 























B irdbaths should be shallow con- 
tainers, no deeper than 3 inches at 
the center. It should be even shallow- 
eron the edges, If you have a deeper 
container put some rocks in it and 
raise the bottom. The birdbaths should 
be rough bottomed and not slippery, 
as the birds do not like to lose their 
footing. Change the water every few 
days or even everyday if possible. 





IRDBATHS - TO WATCH THEM CLOSE 


To make it more attractive for the 
birds, a dripper can be arranged with 
the help of a hose to trickle into the 
birdbath. Or a small fountain can be 
installed. 

The safe place for a birdbath 
would be under some leafy branch- 
es and well away from spots where 
cats hide and wait for a meal! Re- 
member birds cannot fly too well 
when their feathers are wet. 


GRANDMA 
WORM 


Dear Grandma, 
My friend teases me very often and 
this upsets me. Now-a-days I don’t talk 
tohim. Please help us to become friends 
ance again. 
+ V. Harish, Chennai -92. 
Dear Harish, 
Goto your former friend’s house and 








extend your hand of friendship. Say, 
“let's forget the past and start a new 
chapter.” You can even offer him some 
flowers or an inexpensive present like a 
pen. If you feel shy to meet him in per- 
Son, you can send a greeting card with 
the above words written by you. He will 
feel sorry for his behaviour and friend- 
‘hip will Blossom again between the two 
of you. One more thing: Don't get upset 
‘if someone teases you. Learn to take it 
easy with a hearty laugh and correct 
‘yourself if there is some substance in the 
teasing. Remember, a teaser is happy 
only when you become dejected or angry. 
Ifyou ignore him he will stop teasing. 
kkk 





Every time I sit to study, my mind 

gets diverted towards TV programmes. 
-Neelima Chakraborthy, 
Bagdogra 

Dear Neelima, 

TV can be relaxing. But itis also habit 
forming. Don't deny yourself your 
‘favourite programme of the day. But 
restrict your viewing to just that one 
programme and then move away from 
‘that room with determination, and start 
studying. If others in the family are view 
ing TV and the volume is disturbing, you 
‘can request them politely to reduce the 
volume. They will understand and coop- 
‘erate. Prayer and meditation for just five 
minutes a day will help you develop 
strength of mind, to resist the temptation 
of watching too many TV. programmes. 

ek 





| like astronomy. What courses of 
study should I take to become an astrono- 
mer? 

+S. Munaf Hussain, Hyderabad, 

Dear Munaf, 

Tunderstand that the Indian Institute 
of Science in Banglore has an astronomy 
course. You may get it confirmed by 
‘writing to them, with a pre paid envelope 
attached to your letter. It is a post 


HOW TO COPE UP WITH TEASING? 
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‘graduate institute and you will have 10 
‘graduate in Physics to take up the course 
‘of your choice, 
kk 
If1 go to bed at 9 p.m,, I get up at 6 
‘a.m, But if read or watch TV tll 10 p.m., 
Tam unable to sleep till 1 a.m, What 
should I do? 
+S, Jagadish, Chennai - 45 
Dear Jagadish 
Obviously you get excited while 
watching TV. or while reading an ad- 
venture story book. This should be the 
reason for your staying awake till a.m. 
Take a brisk walk or play for some time 
in the evening. This will help you to get 
sound sleep. Early to bed, and early to 
rise is the best way to be healthy, happy 
and wise, Avoid late TV shows and 
reading mystery stories in bed, You'll be 
okay, 
kk 
Both my parents are working and 
after coming home from school I have 
to stay alone till they return at 7 pan. 1 
get very bored, What am 1 to do? 
= CS, Amritha, Chennai. 





Dear Amritha, 

I sympathize with you. But you may 
take comfort in the fact that you are not 
the only person and that many children 
‘face this problem today. The cost of living 
‘has soared and both parents have to earn 
to make hoth ends meet for the family. 
Your parents need your sympathy and 
love. Try to finish off our homework and 
‘also some household chores before they 
come, like dusting, folding clothes, etc, 
which will be of much help to them, 
Receive them with a smile and ifpossible 





with a cup of tea (ie. ifyou are allowed 
to make tea). Ask them to relax for just 
half an hour and before starting off with 
‘your problems ask them about their day 
at the office. You'll be surprised how 
much they confide in you. You can then 
discuss your day at school. Just sharing 
each other's problems gives a lot of 
strength to face them. Besides, such a 
schedule will make your boredom 
vanish! Above everything else make sure 
that the front and back doors of your 
apartment are kept locked. Safety first! 
Love, 
Grandma worm 
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COMMON | M22 222520, in the court 


of King Vikramaditya- 












‘Alas? 
‘Our minister is 
no more. A new 










‘Story sent by. 
PILLAI SHREEJITH, 
Std. IX, Sri 
‘Sahajanand Matric, 
‘Ahmedabad. 








Ps So Ne 
MS ON) 


Ramu, Rapiland Yogi were [pwee 
good friends. They heard BAG 
‘the announcement. WAR 
{We should go “% Do you think 

the test will be 
S en 

















minister. There's a 
test tomorrow. Be \ 
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LETTER BOX 


Ei My friend suggested to 


OF @LL THE GIFTS... 


‘me that | must subscribe to 
Gokulam and now lam very 
happy to be part of the 
Gokulam readers’ family. | 
also feel very encouraged 
to write. 
= Sampan V. Hegde, Sirsi, 
Karnataka. 


2The solutions given to 
our problems by Grandma 
Worm are simply superb. 
The story ‘Real Strength’ 
(December 2001) was ap- 
preciable. Gala contests are 
wonderful. 

~V. Aravind, Ranipet. 


In the November 2001 
issue of Gokulam my ques- 
tion on Goitre has been 
published. It has been very 
well explained. Thank you 
doctor and thank you 
Gokuiam. 

-M. Asma Banu, Chennai. 


31 am an avid reader of 
your esteemed magazine. | 
{eel, ofall the gifts that God 
has showered on me, 
Gokulam is one of the best 
and certainly my favourite. 
Gokulam, | have found, has 
GoKULAM 
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always encouraged students like me. 
~S. Sundararajan, Chennai. 


© The January 2002 issue was sim- 
ply superb. But, why are only a few 
poems published in this issue? 

- Smrithi Murthy, Mumbai. 





2 lamwriting to Gokulam for the first 
time. All can say is that itis the best 
magazine for children and teenagers. 
| love the stories, comics, jokes and 
the Grandma Worm column. But, could 
you publish more jokes please? | hope 
you will. 

~ Ananya Madhavan, New Dethi. 


2 When I read Gokulam for the first 
time (December 2001 issue), this is 
what I felt: 
When the earth is dark, 
The sun makes it bright. 
When the room is dark, 
A candle makes it bright. 
When the mind is dark 
‘Only Gokulam can make it bright. 
- Vishnu Vardhan, 
Tirupati. 


I am very much interested in the 
articles related to wild life. | also enjoy 
the crossword puzzles. | request you 
to publish some more articles on 
science fiction. 

~S. Syed Abul Hassan, 

Annur, Coimbatore Dt. 





153 like receiving Gokulam by mail. | 
like the puzzles and crosswords. The 
serial ‘Lost in a Fort’ is interesting. 
‘Thanks for the calendar. Itis very nice. 
- Arseny, 

Pondicherry. 


News ' Analysis, 

ace seems to have returned to 
Afganistan but poverty has not taken 
leave of those people. It will take years 
and billions of dollars for the world 
community to tackle this gigantic task. 


‘Meanwhile what ever aid is in the pipeline 
has also got stuck owing to heavy 
snowfall. Movement of trucks carrying 
food and medical aid has come toa stand 
still. Though snow is welcome to ease 
drought conditions, it has hampered the 
efforts to alleviate hunger, Let us pray for 
the Afgans and hope that their economy 
will improve soon. Let us not forget that 
poverty is the root cause for militancy to 
flourish. 


Relationship between India and 
Pakistan has not improved at all. Both 
sides have heavy military buildup along 
the line of control in Kashmir, as the war 
of words continues. In his latest salvo 
Musharraf has accused India - falsely of 
course - of state terrorism in Kashmir 
(Our Prime Minister has naturally returned 
the ‘compliment? and has asked the 
General to forget his dreams of annexing 
Kashmir. “We will never give up 
Kashmir" said Vajpayee in an 
election rally in U.P. 








Propaganda in Andipatti 
is hotting up. This is the 
constituency where Jayalalitha 
is hoping to get elected in a 
by-election, Though her 
vietory is a foregone 
conclusion, whether it 
would be a landslide 
victory of not is the topic 


* Land side vietory? 











of discussion today. The opposition 
DMX. is fighting tooth and nail to 
reduce her chances, The by election gains 
importance because of the fact that 
Jayalalitha was debarred from occupying 
the chief minister’s post by the supreme 
court, since she had been sentenced to 
‘undergo imprisonment in the TANSI 
case, But later the high japra 

court verdict went in her 

favour and so the GAME 
restrictions areno longer Ham I) 
applicable to her. Once 7 

she wins the confidence [ili 


WAR & 
ORDS 


of the Andipatti electorate, the present 
chief minister Pannerselvam will resign 
to make way for her, 





*Incaptivity 








‘That Afgan and other terrorist groups 
ae sill very active in Pakistanis proved 
by the fact that the U.S, Journalist 
Daniel Pear! has been kidnapped 
by one such outfit. Pear is the 
correspondent for Wall Street 
Journal and is being held 
hostage. The demands made by 
the terrorists have been rejected 

outright by the U.S 
Government. The FB.L along 
with the Pakistan police are 
doing their best to track Daniel 
Pearl and to get him released. 
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RIDDLE AND GIGGLE 

1. Where do ghosts go on a holiday? 
2, What did the jack say to a 
punctured car? 

3. What do elephants have which 
other animals do not have? 

+M. Asha Shereen, Age 12, 
Savithri Vidyasala Girls 
Hindu Hr. Sec. School, 

‘Trichy, 

4, 1f you want to get rid of dust, then 
I'msurely an absolute must. From every 
‘comer and every nook, I'll suck it out, 
by hook or crook, 

5. Irritating, all round with its 
tiresome, buzzing sound; it flies, restless 
all day tong; but at night it drops its 
song, 
+M. Vinodh, Vridhachalam 


Il, HIDDEN SPORTS 
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M1. CITIES - HIDE AND SEEK 
‘There is acity hidden in each of the 
following sentences. How quickly can 
you spot them? Please note : All the 
Cities are located in India. A city may 
SOKULAM 
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1, 1 was unable to wear the shoes 
on my sore feet 





A freak mishap at Navy 
headquarters created a flutter yesterday. 
3, Robert Koch invented the 
antibiotic forcholera. 
4, Deepu risked his life to save his 
drowning friend, 
5. Vijai purchased a new cellular 
phone yesterday. 
+ S. Jagadish, Std. XI A, Shri 
Anand Jain Vidyalaya M.HS.S., 
Chennai, 


1V. WHO HAS WHICH Jo3? 

A,B, C and D are roommates, A 
hates to cook but loves to eat. B 
doesn't like the beach. C often comes 
home with grease on his clothes. D 
often shares his work with A. One is a 
lifeguard, one a mechanic, one a chef 
and one a teacher. Who has which job? 


V, (TOOTH) PICK AND 
CHANGE 
Find two different ways to change 
the following three toothpicks into the 
number 10 by adding only one 


BE 


additional pick. 


- R, Ranjani, Std. IX, 
S.C.LM.A., Chennai. 


Vi. FATHER AND SON 

‘The age of a father 5 years ago was 
twice the age of his son. The sum of 
their present ages is 70 years. Find their 





VICK 


3. Land of the Incas, 
“4. USA bought. 
Russia. 
5. Tallest twin towers in the world, 
6. One of the great lakes, 
7. Highest waterfalls in the world, 
+N.R. Sudarshan, Vijaynagar, 
Bangalore. 


Vill, CRICKET MATCH 

Match the following cricket 
stadiums to their cities in which they 
are located. 


from 





















































beset el I. Ferozshah Kotla A. Kolkatta 
: 2. Gabba B. Chennai 
~ V. Vijayakumar, Std. VI, 3" Chinnaswamy C. Melbourne 
‘Thangamani Mat, H.SS., Chennai, > CS" 
Vil. HIDDEN COUNTRY pen) cay Delhi 
Fill in using the clues given 0 6’ ac0 Garden F. Manchester 
discover the name of a country in > 4 4'Cridambaram G. Brisbane 
Europe. Stadium 
Clues 8.01 Trafford H. Bangalore 
L.Thesmallestrepublcinihe world. To'nmeeee® Natiagam 
2. An African city known for“ """y. Sudarshan, Std. IX B, 
diamonds. M.E.C. High School, Bangalore. 
1 
2 a 
3 J 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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ondunath lived in a small, re- 

‘mote village that was surrounded 
by hills and forests. Inspite of being 
cautioned a number of times by his 
friends, Bondu would always carry 
his gun while he roamed around the 
village. 

Bondu thought he was a ‘sharp- 
shooter’, But his alm was poor and 
always off the mark. Nevertheless, 
all the birds and animals of the vil 
lage were afraid of him because their 
lives were constantly at risk! 


‘Soon he was fast asleep, 


‘ondunath was resting for a while 
under the shade of a tree. The 
day was hot. Bondu placed his gun 
nearby in anticipation of an animal 
approaching him. The bliss of the 
cool shade under the tree, the sweet 
smelling breeze blowing around him 
and the chirping of birds - all these 
made an ideal environment for 
Bhondunath to have a siesta. 

An hour later, Bondu woke up on 





BONDUNATH 


ne day, Bondunath's friends 
scoffed at him. “If you con- 

sider yourself to be a sharp-shooter, 
then you must have the courage to 
shoot down a big animal like a bear 
or a wild boar,” they chided. 

Bondunath decided to accept this 
asa challenge. He spoke to his 
friends with great pride, “I shall head 
for the deep forests with my gun first 
thing in the morning. Till the time | 
shoot down a big bear, I will not 
rest... and that shall prove my 
bravery. I will then become fa- 
mous and my acts of courage 
will be published in the news- 
papers. The government may 
even give mea title.” 

So saying, Bondu went 
to bed that night thinking 
of the eventful day to come. 
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hearing some noise, Getting up 
startled, he rubbed his eyes and 
found that his gun was 





























nowhere to be 
found. Shocked, 
Bondu looked up 
He got the fright 
of his life when he 
saw a big bear 
playing with his 
gun! 
Bondu_be- 
gantorun. The 
bear followed 

him with the 

gun clutched 
tightly in his 
arms, The 
chase went on for 
a few minutes, be- 
fore Bondu stopped 
suddenly in fright on 
hearing the gun shot 
The bear walked uptdll 
him and said, “Stop! 
Don't run! Are you not ashamed of 
vyoursell? Why do you injure, kill or 
harm innocent animals? How would 





you feel if ! were to shoot you now? 
Shall L..” 


WA Jo... no... please don't 
shoot. Please leave me 
alone..." screamed Bondunath as. 
he rolled out of his bed in fright. 
He fell down with a ‘thud’, He 
was sweating profusely and shiv- 
ering with fear, He dried himself 
with a towel and thanked his 
lucky stars that it was only a 
dream! But how foolish he had 
been in wanting to prove himself! 
“I shall never carry my gun 
again,” decided Bondu. 













he next morning Bondu ad- 
dressed his friends in the village 
square. “My friends! You know, itis 
not very safe to keep weapons with 
you, although they may come in use- 
ful at times. Weapons must not be 
used for killing innocent animals or 
just for having fun 
Bondunath's friends were sur- 
prised at the sudden turn of events 
and the change in Bondu's attitude. 
“What happened to you Bondu? 
Where is all the ‘bravado’ gone? Are 
you not going to the forests today? 
‘What made you change your mind?” 
they asked. 
“That, my friends is a secret!” re- 
plied Bondunath very diplomatically! 
~ K, Guna Shekar, Std IX, 
Jubilee School, Bangalore. 
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THE FATHER OF 
INDIAN ATOMIC 


ENERGY 


The progress of mankind is 


based on the talent and 
achievement of a few 
extraordinary individuals. Dr. 
H.J.Bhabha, the father of Indian 
Atomic Energy was one such 
great man, 


Bhabha was bor in Bombay 
on October 30, 1909. His parents 
played a vital roe in shaping up his 
career as a scientist by providing 
him with a small library. Hence 
books became his companion. At 
the age of 15, Bhabha was able to 
read Einstein's book on Theory of 
Relativity, which is considered 
difficult to understand. The same 
year, he passed Senior Cambridge 
examination and later graduated in 
Theoretical Physics. 


Bhabha was a versatile person. 
Apart from his interest in science, 
he also had a great interest in fine 
arts. During his stay in England and 
Europe, painting became his 
hobby. 

Bhabha joined the Indian 
Institute of Science in 1940 as 
Reader in Theoretical Physics. He 
then became a professor in the 
Royal Society in 1942. At the age 
of 31, Bhabha was honoured by the 
Royal Society. Bhabha studied and 
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analysed the socio-economic 
problems of the country. He finally 
approached Sir Dorabdi Tata for 
financial assistance. The Tatas 
came forward to help and Bhabha 
established the “Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research” (TIFR) in 
June 1945. This institution is one 
of the world’s top research centres 
in nuclear research. 

Bhabha received the coveted 
Padma Bhushan award from the 
government of India. He died in a 
tragic plane crash on January 24, 
1966. 


~ Pallavi Prasad, Age 15, 
Nightingale High School, 45, 46 
D.C. Halir, Billekahalli Post, 
Begar Hobli, Bangalore. 


second Indian to win the Nobel priz. 


Dy, Raman was born in Tiruchirapalli 
‘on November 07, 1883, Young Raman 
was abiilant student and showed signs 
of becoming a great scientist even at 
‘on early age. However, Raman ap- 






peared for the competi- 
tive examination in the 
government Accounts 


‘and Audit Service at the age of 18 and 
stood frst mong the several successul 
‘candidates. He wos postedin Calcutta, 
‘a8an Assistant Accountant General 
Although Raman carried on his 
officiol duties, his leanings were towards 
science. He spent his spare time in 
fesearch work in the Indian Science 
Association. in the course of the next few 


PERSONALITY 
THE NOBEL LAUREATE 
Dr. C.V, Raman was one of India's 
most distinguished scientists with an 
international reputation. He was the 


years, he wos ured away from his official 
career. Luckily for him, the Calcutta 
University at that time had a most 
progressive and dynamic Vice 
Chancellor on whose persuasion Raman 
resigned from government service, He 
then joined the Univesity 0s Professor of 
Physics, 
Itwashere that Ramanhad immense 
‘opportunities for carrying on hisresearch 
work, In 1924, Raman earned the 


‘covetedhonour of becoming the felow 
of the Royal society of England. 


Inthe year 1928, Raman discovered 
the phenomenon ‘Raman Effect’ which 
made him world famous andin 1930, he 
‘was awarded the Nobel prize for Physics. 

‘After leaving the Calcutta University, 
Raman became the Director of the 
Bangolore Science institute. He was 
‘appointed as the National Professor of 
Indiain 1949. He teceived the tite Bharat 
Ratnain the year 1954. 


Dr. Raman at his advanced age 
carried on research in the fields of 
Physics and Music. His lectures were 
heard with ropt attention as they were 
clear andlucid, 

DrRaman was @ model of simple 
living and high thinking. He was an 
optimist and had very great hopes of 
our young citizens also becoming 
scientists. He is a great source of 
inspiration for al of us. 

=k, Dinesh Kumar, Sid. X, Periyar 
Centenary Memorial School, Tichy. 
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‘ondering what it’s all about: 
Here's another 
opportunity for you 
young readers! \ 

Send in your recipes 
for the BUDDING CHEF 
CONTEST. Win fabulous 
prizes. Let your recipes be 
‘healthy’, ‘easy to make" 
and ‘mouth watering’ 

Mrs. Mallika Bad 
nath, the ‘kitchen queen’ 
has consented to evaluate the 
entries and select one ‘CHEF 
CHAMP’ for each category. 

The prize winning entries 
will be published in the May 
2002 issue. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS, 

For school going 
children only. 

% Please enclose 
details of name, age, 
class, name of school, 
address of school 
residential address and 
a declaration that the 
recipe is original and J) 
not copied. Entries 
without these details will not be 
valid. 

Your recipes must only pertain 
to any one of the following 
categories and must not involve 
any cooking on the stove. 
SHAKES, SALADS, JUICES. 

+ Only one recipe can be sent 
under each category. 

+ Last date : 25.03.2002 





# Mention BUDDING CHEF 
CONTEST on the envelope. 
+ The judge's decision is final 


Tp. tis et ate, success is often 
jeasured with money. But in 
reality money is not everything, 

Money is necessary no doubt, to 
lead a comfortable life, But too much 
money disturbs mental peace and 
satisfaction at heart. 

Money can buy all comforts but 
not love and peace which are equally, 
ifnot more important, Wealth can be 
the root of many evils. It can tum a 
person to be greedy and selfish, 

According to a famous 
Philosopher, virtues lie midway. So, 
‘one should have as much money as is 
needed for a comfortable living, 
There should be no craving for more. 

It is necessary to have a sense of 











rT 
satisfaction, After all, a man with a 
good heart is richer by all means 
than any millionaire! 
+ K, Guna Shekar, Std. IX, 
Jubilee School, Bangalore. 


he mass slaughter of animals 

like chicken, goats, cows efc, 
should be stopped immediately. 
Animals too have the same feelings 
and feel the pain as we do. 

Animals kill other animals to 
satisfy their hunger. But why must we 
Kill them? We can still survive even 
if we avoid eating animals, 

Infact, I think vegetables are much 
more nutritious than meat. So, let's 
eat vegetables and fruits instead of 


meat and chicken, 
- Neelima Chakraborty, Std. X, 
St. Joseph's H.S., Matigara, 





‘uclear energy is both helpful 

land dangerous to mankind, The 
dangers out number its uses. In case 
of anaccidentina nuclear plant, there 
would be immediate death of all liv- 
ing beings within a radius of 160 km. 
The soil would lose its fertility. 
People who are living farther would 
beaffected by many diseases, Already 
the world has witnessed the 


ih] 











Fae 
_© 
Chernobyl tragedy. Many foreign 
companies are trying to set up nuctear 
plants in India. In case of any acci- 
dent, we would be affected and not 
the foreign countries. 

peeing 
‘ome animals such as apes, mon 
keys, rabbits and pigs are tor- 
tured in the name of researches. Some 
of them are injected with bacteria and 
some are given new medicines to test 
their effectiveness, Later they die due 
to this torture. It is terrible to see those 
animals die for our benefit. Various 


aie 





organisations supporting animal care 
should certainly oppose this kind of 
treatment. Let us hope that this 
trend of the scientists would 


change. 
TS. Rajamurugan, 
Std VIL - C, Sainik School, 
Amaravathi nagar, Coimbatore. 



















INDIANS IN AMERICA 


36% of the Doctors in the US are| 
Indians! 

12% of the Scien- 
tists in the US are In- 
dans! 

36% of NASA em- 
ployees are Indians! 

28% of IBM em- 
ployees are Indians! 

17% of Intel em- 
ployees are Indians! 

13% of Xerox employees are Indians! 

Close to 89% of Indians inthe US have 
completed High School! 

65% have completed college! 

AA stunning 40% have completed Mas- 
ters or Doctorate degrees! 





M. Vinod, 
Vriddhachalam - 6) 









gorsing 








[AN _UNDIR STORY 


rother and Sister came 
home from school very 
excited one day, The prin- 


cipal had announced in the morn- 
ing assembly that three kids from 
‘America were coming to India on 
an exchange program to learn 






an ‘f' in it 
leftenant’? 
“Well I could and I did! Just leave 
me alone!" Brother was very dis- 
appointed. 
Brother's class teacher saw what 
was going on. “Come here, young 


How could you say 


COMPETITION FROM ®:::: 


f m E RI fi: a 
out?” 


about the country. And their school 
had been chosen to be one of the 
hosts! How exciting! 

want each class to select one 
student for the three events - spell 
ing, maths and quiz!” instructed the 
principal, "Finally we will choose 
two teams from our school, each 
with three students, To match the 
US team, I'm sure you will all 
do your best!" 

Sister was thrilled to be 
selected in the first round 
Brother's class teacher 
had chosen him too, but 
he got eliminated after he 
got several spellings 
wrong 

“Why did you spell 
‘flattery’ with a sin 
gle 't' 2" demanded 





queen at spell- 
ings, “And didn’t 
you know that 
‘lieutenant’ does not have 
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ing to of 
fer to 


“Sure Miss!" agreed Brother 
Undir with a smile. Someone had 
noticed him! He helped his teach: 
er carry a stack of chart paper, 
coloured pens, gum, clips and so 
on to the staff room, “I am in 
charge of the final quiz, Now, can 
I trust you to keep a secret? I need 


Why did you spell 
+latvery with a sinfle€ 2 


ANURADHA KHATI RAJIVAN 


some help with sorting out and 
selecting the questions, writing up 
the answers on the cards, ete. But 
you are not to talk to anyone, any- 
one at all, about the work. No tell- 


-Notelling, 
Sister either! 


ing Sister either. Remember that 
she is being selected for one of our 
school teams!” 

Brother felt special. Miss trust- 
ed him. He went through the lists 
of questions that teacher had pre- 
pared. How interesting! Carefully, 
in his neatest handwriting, he 
wrote out the questions and an- 
swers. Miss was rather pleased with 
his work and took him for a treat 
in-the school canteen! The news 
soon got around. Sister heard too 
and was pleased as well as a bit 
envious! She had never received 
such special treatment, ever! 

Within a week the two school 
teams, team A and team B, were 






) 


ready. The auditorium had been 
cleaned up and they were all set. 
Big banners were put up : 
INDIA 
WELCOMES 

US SCHOOL TEAM! 

he day came for the US team 
to arrive. Sister and Brother 

mouse offered to go to the air- 
port to receive the visitors 
along with two teachers. They 
took the school van and arrived 
half an hour before the sched- 
uled landing time. Luckily the 
flight was on time. Yet it 
turned out to be a very long 
wait. Sister suddenly noticed 

a bunch of mice looking 

here and there. There were 

two boys, a girl and two 
adults! “I think that's them!" 
Brother promptly lifted up his ban- 
ner. 

Sure enough it was the US 
team! “Hi everybody!” said a smil- 
ing, plump lady mouse with very 
light hair and green eyes, coming 
over to them, “Its very good of you 
to receive us! I'm Om Ohmson!” 

“Om?! What kind of a name is 
that?” whispered Brother. Sister 
nudged him to shut up. 

“Its an Indian name!” Ms Ohm- 
son replied with a smile, not mind- 
ing at all. “You see, I'm into seri- 
‘ous yoga and meditation. So I 
changed my name legally from 
Kimberly to Om! Its shorter and 
I've never really liked being called 
Kimberly! I've often wished parents 
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would consult their children before 
sticking some name on them! Sure 
I know its not possible, but, you 
know, there's no harm wishing, is 
there?!" 

“And I'm Sultana Smith!” said 
the other adult, who was so dark, 
tall and thin. She looked like a 
black drumstick! “I'm a Moslem! I 
read somewhere that India is a 
country with the second largest 
Moslem population in the world! 
And these are Yamina, Bernard 
and Wang! Say hi, people!" she 
instructed, 

“Hil” 

“Hello! I'm Sister and this is 
Brother Undir!" 

“Welcome to India!” 

“Are you really sister and 
brother?” 

“Yes! Don't we resemble each 








other?" 

*Can't say!” 

Sister and Brother shook hands 
with the visiting kids. 

On the drive to the hotel the vis- 
itors didn't want to talk very much, 
“They don't seem very friendly!” 
said Brother, whispering into Sis- 
ter's ear, By then Yamina had nod- 
ded off to sleep, Bernard's head 
was rolling off to a side now and 
then. Wang was totally silent, un- 
able to pay any attention to what 
Sister and Brother Undir were 
saying, 

“Miss says they must all be jet 
lagged. We had better shut up!" 
said Sister, finally giving up any 
attempt at conversation, 

“Let them get some sleep today! 
Tomorrow you won't be able to 
shut them up! They've been over 





+ Without Which a trip to Indig 


excited during the long flight, 
refusing to sleep” explained 
Om, their plump teacher. 


The next day introductions 
were made at the end of the school 
assembly. Yamina was surprised to 
see that prayer was allowed in 
school. The two boys, Bernard and 
Wang, wanted to know why no one 
called the teachers by name. “Out 
of respect!” explained Brother. 
“Oh, I thought that they didn’t like 
their names!” said Bernard 

“It's a bit like China!” under- 
stood Wang. “My parents are Chi- 
nese, and it used to be that way 
when they were at school!” 

“What do you mean, ‘my pi 
ents are Chinese"? What are you?” 
asked Sister. 

“Why? American, of course! | 
was born in the US 

Soon the principal explained 
about the competitions that they 
had planned, “Today you can all 
attend classes that your teachers 
will assign to you. Visit the school 
library, join in some sports of your 
choice. That should help you get 
to know some of our students and 
they can get to know you as well 
Tomorrow we will take you to a 
nearby village where there is also 
an ashram with a yoga and medi- 
tation center. In the afternoon we 
have planned an Indian movie - 
without which a trip to India is in- 
complete! On the last day... we will 
have our competition! How does 








is iwcomplete 4 


RR 


————_ 


me 


that sound?” 
“Perfect, Ma'am!” agreed Ms 
Om Ohmson. 


Finally it was the D-day! Every- 
‘one was set for the competition! 
Sister Undir was tempted to ask 
Brother for a few hints. After all 
he knew all the quiz questions! But 
Brother was busy with the organiz- 
ing. Everyone forgot their jealou- 
sies and disappointments. There 
was much excitement in the ai 
The chief quest was seated, The 
three judges were in place with 
pens and pads poised to record 
their points. The three teams went 
up on stage. 

Team A : Sister, Toffee and 
Kismis 

‘Team B : Bala, Bhanu and Bhim 

‘Team C : Yamina, Bernard and 
Wang 









What happened then? Read 

all about it in the next is: 
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Said the tree, “That man cut us down, 
We are harmless, just a combination of 
green and brown, 
Each one of us has the same thought in 
mind, 

That while we are gentle, man is 
unkind.” 


Tet sorry listening to the ory, 
[felt sad but | had to say good-bye. 
| would plant and water trees again, to 
feel good, 
$0 | got to work unlike that man 
would. 


Suddenly | got up and thought it was 
all a dream, 
| ooked out of the window but it aid 
teally seem, 
That our old tree was being cut down, 
britted my teeth and frowned! 
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brushed downstairs and stopped 
that man 
From continuing with his work span. 
\igrabbed the axe and with a fierce tone 
Otdered him to leave it alone 
Said), “can'tyou think once before you 
destroy the tree, 
Later how altficult itis going to be, 
Sd let's stop deforestation and let us 
learn, 


‘Tat by making the Earth green how 
much man will earn!” 


= Sampoorna Gonella, VI A, Secunderabad. 
er Illustration : CHELLAPPAN 
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@ Rahul Nair, Palakkad 





Why do some people walk in 
their sleep? What is the name of this 
disease and how is it caused? Is there 
any cure? 

! Sleepwalking is also called 
somnambulism. Itis a condition during 
which a partly awakened sleeper 
performs various physical activities 
‘Most of them simply sit up in bed or 
stand near it. Some walk about a few 
steps, Very few perform complicated 
actions. Most sleepwalkers do not recall, 
their activities after awakening. 
Sleepwalking is more common among 
children, Mental agony, fears, worries, 
tension and phobias may cause it. 
Sleepwalking occurs in response to 
stress or anxiety and may be more 
common when sleep schedules are 
irregular. Psychotherapy is the 
treatment of choice, Sleepwalkers 
should have regular times for sleeping 
and waking and should avoid sleep 
deprivation. Parents should take 
precautions at times of great stress for 
their children, 


‘© Neclima Chakraborty, West 
Bengal 

? Why do different people have 
different tones of voice? 

! Our throat has a voice producing 
organ called larynx in its lower part. The 
Tarynx is like a box with two pieces of 
skin stretched across it. These are called 
vocal cords. The opening between them 
is a narrow slit called glottis through 


which the air passes into the windpipe 
(trachea ). When we talk or sing, air 
from the lungs is pushed through the 
glottis. This makes the vocal cords 
‘shake or vibrate. When they vibrate they 
make a sound. In addition to the larynx, 
‘our tongue, lips, teeth, jaws and throat 
help us to make different sounds, By 
using the special muscles of these parts 
to change the size and shape of the 
spaces inside our mouth, nose and 
throat, we could make all kinds of 

sounds. These parts of one person g 
are different in some way from 

those of any other person, The 
wayone uses themisalso different | 


SOMNAMBULISM2 
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HELLO, 
DOCTOR! 


‘Thus, different people 
have different tones of 
voice. 

@M. Asma Banu, 
Chennai-14 

2 Why do we get bumps when a 
mosquito bites us? Why don’t we feel 
that a mosquito is biting us? 

! Male mosquitoes do not bite us. 
Only female mosquitoes do. A 
mosquito bites us with the help of its 
proboscis. Ituses it like a straw to suck 

the blood which 

they need for the 
development of 
eggs inside their 
bodies. When it 
bites, it stabs 
through the 
victim’s skin 


> 
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with six tiny 
needielike parts 
called “stylets” which form the centre 
of the proboscis. Then it spits its saliva 
into the wound through the channels 
formed by the stylets. The mosquito can 
easily suck the blood as the saliva 
prevents the blood clotting. The saliva 
also acts as an anaesthetic agent. Hence 
we donot fee! the mosquito bite. Most 
people are allergic to the saliva and so 
‘we get bumps on the skin, 

@K. Manivannan, Cochin 

? What is paediatrics? 

! Paediatrics is the branch of 
medicine concemed with the care of 
children. It deals with all aspects of a 
child's physical and emotional 
development and well-being, including 
the treatment of diseases and 
disabilities. It frequently involves 
preventive health care. 
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THE WHITE 





[Damu was a washerman. One morning, 
Gopal the potter, came to see him. 











se, 
\S) struggle to make ib 
whiteand clean, You 

















What for? How dare you? 
‘And after ruining 
my shirt. 
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meattnc kine Let) fOr you The queen isunwel: 


We need a pot made of |» 
and go for now, special clay. 


Oh not am ‘Ab! Gopal. I've been waiting 


‘me just pay him 






















[When Gopal was about to leave - [When Damu arrived 
a ap re 


‘You must whiten the 




































that ean hold an 


elephant, Your Majesty) yg ‘Now whiten 


theelephant 

















“cf Maharaj, it isan =< 
3 unbreakable pot for tat. You're. 
i sure to lose your 

























‘The elephant could not bear 
ne the heat. It stepped out, 
‘water to be boiled in) breaking the pot. 
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P Titgive yous 
ast chance. I wan 
that pot made now Tl be easier Tor 
And the elephant ‘me to wash this at 
whitened, /” home Your 
Majesty. My wife 


can help too, 


a omy 














Thave to 
‘complete my work 
before dawn, 


























\7” How grand! 
‘You've done it! My 
lephant is white} 
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PENPALS GED PENPALS GED PENPALS GE 


Name : C. Harini 
Age: 14 
Address : 2517, Sth Cross, 


K.G.Koppal, Mysore - 570 009. 

Hobbies : Listening to music, 
reading story books, playing indoor 
‘games and computer games. 


Name’: C. Pallavi 
Age: 13 
Address : 708/9, ‘D’ Block, 2nd 


Stage, 2nd A’ Main, Rajaji Nagar, 
Bangalore - 560 010. 
Hobbies : Reading 


comics, 
watching TV., 
1 
music, drawing and painting. 


to 





Name : B. Swathi 

Age : 13 

Address : 1017, 4th Block, 
Dr. Rajkumar Road, Rajajinagar, 
Bangalore - 560 010 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
singing, listening to music and 
painting. 








MED PENPALS GED PENPALS GND PENPAL: 


Name : M. Pradeep Raj 
Age: 13 
Address : 64, Journalist Colony, 
Srinivasapuram, Thiruvanmiyur, 
Chennai - 600 041. 
Hobbies : 
playing and designing on 
the — computer, 














playing indoor and 


‘outdoor games. 


Name : S. Sriram 
Age: Il 
Address : B7, Shanthi Avenue, 17, 
Lake View Road, West Mambaliit, 
Chennai - 600 033. 

Hobbies : Playing cricket aiid 
badminton, watching tv., reading 
comics, painting and making friends: 


Name : B. Minoji 





Age: 14 
Address : 14, Olive Roa 
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka. 


Hobbies : Collecting stamps, reading 
books, listening to music, playing the 
veena and cycling. 


ED PENPALS GED PENPALS GEEEND PENPALS @ 


Name : K. Vishnu Vardhan 

Age: 13 

Address : D.No.18-1-727 A, 
Bhavani Nagar, Tirupati, A.P. 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam and 
other G.K. books, playing cricket 


Name : P.D, Natasha 

Age: 12 

‘Address : Flat No,501, Sukhsangath 
Apts., 10-3-98, Teachers Colony, East 
Marredpally, Secunderabad - 26. 

Hobbies : Drawing, travelling, 
reading Gokulam and other magazines, 
playing tennicoit and listening to music. 





Name : shit 





No.B-27,N.A.Z. Qus., 


Kodihalli, Bangalore - 560017. 
Hobbies : Drawing & painting, 
singing, making friends, watching T.V. 


Name : Haripal. S. Arya 
Age: 14 
Address; B-13, Nalanda Bldg, 
‘Anushaktinagar, Mumbai - 400 094. 
Hobbies : Cycling, reading 
magazines, making friends & reading 
Gokulam. 





Name : Saumya Sara Sunny 
Age : IL 
Address : 39, 4th West Cross, 
Gandhi Nagar, Vellore - 6, Tamil Nadu, 
Hobbies ; Playing basketball, 
singing, reading books, dancing, 


Opp Manipal Hospital, Airport Road, Painting and cycling, 


1. What was the name of the young git! who wrote to Abraham 
Lincoln, the U.S. President, asking him to grow a beard? 

2. This French boy invented a system of reading for the blind, 
What is his name? 

3. The fall of an apple from a tree first suggested the law of 
gravitation to a young boy of 16. Who was he? 

4. What was the name of the girl who wrote to the leader of 
the U.S.S.R asking him to stop the nuclear arms race? 

5. This great poet wrote a 6000 words long epic poem when 
he was 12 years old. His name? 

+ TS. Balu, Chennai. 
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Mh A kka, let's go back’, said Prabhu. 
The children had been in the 

tunnels now for close to an hour. The 

damp, stale atmosphere had sapped 

their energy. 

jut we haven't found the treasure 

yet’, joked Venkat. 

The girls twittered. “If it was that 
easy to find it, it would have been 
found by others long ago and it would 
no longer be here. | am sure that if 
there is any treasure, it would be well 
hidden in some secure underground 
secret vault’, said Ambika. 


LOST xn 








dor led the way out. All the corridors 
looked alike and there was no way 
to tell one from the other. 

The seriousness of the situation 
slowly sunk into their minds when 
they recalled what their teacher had 
said about the tunnels. The tunnels 
had been designed in such a way that 
an enemy who was unfamiliar with 
them will never find his way out fhe 
accidentally entered the system 
They had done just that, and the 
maze would never let them out! 

The children were almost in tears 
‘now. Until now the exploration 
of the ruins had been an excit- 
ing adventure. They had 


“tink Prabnu is int ah) Fi; 


said Srilata, looking at her 
watch, “itis almost two in the 
afternoon. If we turn back 
now, we will be home just in 
time for dinner.” 
That was when 
they realized to 
their utter hor- 
ror, that they 
had lost their 
way! While rush- 
ing out to escape 
the bats, they 
had taken a 
wrong turn and 
had entered 
into a new 
maze of corri- 
dors and now, 
try as they 
would, they 
could not tell 
which corri- 
GOKULAM 
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not calculated that it would turn into 
this life-threatening situation. It they 
did not manage to get out of the tun- 
nels, they were sure to starve in it, or 
be killed by snakes or other creatures 
that came at night. What would their 
parents think when they did not re- 
turn at the fall of evening? In their 
desire to keep it all hush-hush, they 
had also not taken the precaution of 
telling someone about their plans. So 
there was no hope of anyone com- 


> oe 
an i 








1 jlure. They were also beginning to get 





ae | 


ing to their rescue! No one would 
even know where to look for them! 


he children desperately rushed 
from one corridor to the other in 
the hope that they would somehow 
find the right one. This, however, only 
further complicated matters, for they 
got hopelessly lost in the maze! 
Soon they were sotired that walk- 
ing evena step further became a tor- 
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hungry, and worse, thirsty. They had 
already finished all the food they had 
brought with them, and their store of 
water was also rapidly going down. 

Prabhu, who had begun to despair 
of ever getting out of the fort, broke 
into a sob. The others could do little 
to comfort him. They themselves 
were in need of comfort. They real- 
ized, belatedly, that it had not been 
such a good idea after all to have 
‘come to the ruin alone. It was quite 
stupid of them not to have anticipated 
the dangers. 

“illangovan, illiterate though he 
was, had more sense than us to leave 
the ruin alone", said Venkat deject- 
edly. 

Srilata alone did not give up. "Let 
Us rest a while", she said practically, 
“it won't do to tire ourselves out like 
this.” 

‘The children sat down where they 
were, and huddled together for com- 
fort. However, they realized that they 
Needed to do something quickly, for 
atatiatintatntatatatatotatatatay 

Mr. Sharma: am sory to hear that your 
factory was burnt down, What did you 
manufacture? 

Mr, Vivek : 








‘extinguishers! 
Chris Ferhando 
Virar 





it would soon be night. They could 
ot bear to think about spending the 
night in the tunnels with snakes, bats 
and other creatures of the night, 

They were so tired that they could 
not keep their eyes open. Slowly 
sleep overtook them, and they all 
dozed off 


twas more than half an hour be- 

fore Srilata woke up with a start. 
At first she couldn't make out where 
she was; she had been dreaming 
about being in her home. Soon real- 
ity struck her with a ruthless force. 
‘She looked at her companions. They 
were still asleep. She needed to think 
of something quickly, She got up qui- 
etly and began to pace in the con- 
fined space. 

Could they climb out of the sky- 
light? She looked up atthe ceiling and 
realized that this was impossible. The 
skylights were too narrow to permit 
anyone to pass through and they 
were too high. 

Could they break down the wall? 
It seemed a silly thought at first, for 
the walls were made of thick granite 
slabs and were designed to withstand 
the onslaughts of a well-equipped 
army. But with the passage of time, 
many walls had crumbled and the 
slabs had loosened. Srilata, however, 
realized that this would hardly solve 
their problem. What was the guar- 
antee that the wall that they broke 
‘down was the outer wall of the fort? 
It was more likely that they would 
merely gain passage into another 
corridor of the maze. 

Srilata walked gloomily along the 





corridor. There were several tunnels, 
leading out of it in either direction, Did 
any of these lead out of the fort? If 
80, which one? They all looked alike 
toher, She minutely observed them, 
That was when she found the first 
clue. 


he noticed that on one of the tun- 

nels there was a separate piece 
of stone, placed on the side of the 
entrance. This jutted out a little. She 
examined it closely. It was made of a 
piece of granite, but seemed to be 
more polished than the rest. She 
scraped away the moss that had ac- 
‘cumulated on it and found that it car- 
ried some inscriptions, For some 
reason, Srilata found this promising. 
She returned to where the other chil- 
dren were sleeping and woke them 
Up. Sleep had done them some good 
and their tiredness had disappeared. 





Srilata quickly told them about what 
she had found. They all croWded 
around the slab carrying the inscrip- 
tion, 

“It's in a dialect which we can't 
read,” moaned Venkat, 

“But look, there is a little figure 
here too. | wonder what it means,” 
said Ambika, 

The figure consisted of just three 
diagonal lines just above the write- 
up. 

“Could it be the number ofthis tun- 
nel?", quessed Prabhu. 

‘And that gave Srilata the next vi- 
tal olue, 

“But of course", she exclaimed, 
“Prabhu, you could be right.” 

The others stared blankly at her, 
But Srilata was suddenly full of hope. 
“Come, let us follow my hunch. | think 
am right.” 


To be concluded.. 
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KAUSIKAN 


plants will be 
safe now. No 
| more paper 
Oss planes 
This is great] 
) Super fast, 
=} maybe it has), 
a super 
strong 
ent 


indoor. 


pling on the flower beds 
nd get rid of that paper 


| plane dad, 
| you like'to 


watch me fly yi 
a 
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a, house... 




























Ba... 100... Look... like this... \\_ 
that |lround and round. And\=— 
fl tem ott is ope helps you Io g& AN. 
mther "){cantral it. See? Great! Ja 












Quick dad! Another. P= 
‘ne... This one is ) 
hopeless... and -) eS 
spoilt my power 2 
plane... iy 
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‘+ WOODEN COVERED BRIDGE 









stars of the 

engineering world. 

They are structures, which 

aid communication over a gap like 

rivers, canyons, valleys and they 

provide passage for vehicular or other 
traffic over these gaps. 

Bridges shape skylines. Imagine San 
Francisco without the Golden Gate 
Bridge, or Manhattan without the 
Brooklyn Bridge. These structures also 
shape our lives, aiding commerce, social 
life and urban development. 


Bridges come inall shapes and sizes, 

from the elegant single-arch to 
soaring suspensions to snaking 
‘causeways. Join us on a journey into 
their world. 

Highway Bridges are useful in 
carrying highway traffic. The 5575 
metres long Mahatma Gandhi Setu 
Bridge over Ganges River at Patna is 
the longest river road bridge in India. 

Railway Bridges are used in carrying 
railway traffic. The Howrah Bridge 
across the Hoogly River at Calcutta in 
‘West Bengal carries both vehicular and 
railway traffic. It is about 1500 feet 


+ SUSPENSION BRIDGE 








HE GAPS 


ong. 

One of the simplest ways of spanning 
2 gap is to put a long object across it, 
such as a tree trunk. This forms a beam. 
type (timber) bridge. 

Cantilever Bridges are built using 
two cables that are stretched parallel 
between two banks and a levelled 
platform is suspended for the 


KNOW MORE. 
Costliest : The Verrazano - Narroiis 
Bridge over New York Bay was completed 
in 1964 at a cost of $304,00,000. 


‘Most famous : Old London Bridge, 
which spans the Thames River in England. 

Heaviest load carrying : Hell Gate 
Bridge over the East River in New York 
City. Built in 1917 for traffic, it can hold 
up to 2400 pounds per foot, or a 10,000 
ton spread. 

Highest: The Royal Gorge Bridge was 


built 1053 ft above the Arkansas River in 


* CONTINUOUS SPAN BRIDGE 


Nase 








+ ARCADE BRIDGE, VENICE 
pedestrians, 

‘An Arch Bridge is a semicircular 
structure with abutments on cach end. 
‘The design of the arch, the semicircle, 
naturally diverts the weight from the 
bridge deck to the abutments. 

Suspension Bridges are built using 
high tensile steel wire cables. These 
suspension bridges are used for long 
spans above 250 metres. Japan's Akashi 
Kaikyo Bridge is the longest 
Suspension Bridge of the world. 
Although the centre of the Great 
Hanshin-Awaji earthquake was located 





Zs 


‘© ARCH BRIDGE 


directly below the bridge, the basic 
structure did not suffer any damage! It 
is capable of resisting an earthquake and 
winds of high speeds! 


Tbe mai construction materials for 
the construction of bridges are 
timber, stone, masonry, reinforced 
cement concrete, prestressed cement 
concrete and stecl. 

‘There is a revolution in construction 
materials as scientists are testing on 
glass and plastic. These new materials 
definitely open the doors for mega- 
bridge projects. Although the plastic 
bridge material is still three to five times 
more expensive than concrete, its 
advantages are many. It's lighter, 
Furthermore, it’s more resistant to 
earthquakes than concrete. Engineers 
estimate that a glass bridge built now 





‘central Colorado. It is the highest bridge 
abaye water: 
Longest : The Lake Ponchartrain No.2 


in New Orleans, Louisiana, was 
completed in 1969 and is 23.87 miles long. 
Tallest: The Golden Gate Bridge over 
San Francisco Bay in San Francisco, 
California is the tallest bridge in the 
world, The towers of this bridge extend 
745 flabove water. 

~5. Stenny Vaiz, Age 15, 
‘Ramnad. 

+ VERTICAL LIFT BRIDGE 
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will still be around in 2200 A.D., and 
researchers are developing methods to 
incorporate computers into plastic and 
glass materials to enable bridges to 
monitor themselves! In the event of 
damage from accidents or earthquakes, 
the bridges will be able to alert repair 
crews! 
-R. Avinash, 
Std. XI, 
(Sunior Inter), 


*BASCULE Nalanda, Hyderabad, 


IRIDGE, 








old. The house was a two storied one, It was like a mansion 
and it belonged to Joe's ancestors. 

One day it so happened that Joe felt bored and he therefore 
decided to have a look at the antiques on the second floor, He went 
Upstairs and saw a huge pendulum clock, a wooden table, an old 
pen and many other things, Every corner of the room was filled with 
spider webs as the place had been neglected for years. Suddenly 
Joe took notice of an old diary that was lying on a table, But before 
he could open it, he was called by his mother for lunch and so he 
went downstairs, 

After lunch, Joe had to attend to a few house-hold chores set by 
his mother. He was initially upset that he could not get back to the 
diary. He was in no mood to respond to the licks of his pet dog 
either, But Joe knew he had no choice, His chores kept him bi 
for so long that he soon forgot all about the diary until bed time, 

Joe ran upstairs. He pushed all the webs aside and quickly caught 
hold of the diary, He very carefully leafed through the pages one by 
‘one, He learnt many things regarding the type of life that was led in 
his great grandfather's days, He suddenly spotted a page which 
was glittering and he read the lines which were penned by his great 
grandfather, It read like this: 

IT PREDICTS ONE'S LIFE 

IT DECIDES GOOD AND BAD OF A MAN, 

I'S A CITY OF TWELVE MEN, 

WHO KEEP WORKING IN THE SUN AND IN THE RAIN, 

IT SINGS A SOLITARY SONG 

THUS REMINDING THAT OLD IS GOLD. 

Reading this riddle Joe was simply thrilled. He loved mysteries, 
But he was a little baffled 100, Thinking of this, he went downstairs 
and sat on his bed, confused. And as hours went by Joe slept. 


J ¢ lived in a joint family, ina house which was nearly a century 








for the riddle was working in his mind. What could it be? His 

toys, games, cycle nothing could impress him, His mother 
who found a sudden change in Joe became very much worried and 
his'dog too was very sad, 

‘One fine day as Joe sat staring at the clock on his table, sommie- 
thing flashed in his mind. He ran upstairs and saw the big pendulum 
clock. He was very happy. “THE CLOCK! Twelve men working day 
and night!" Meanwhile Joe's dog on hearing the loud voice of his 
‘master ran upstairs. He unnoticingly dashed against the mighty clock. 
GoKULAM 
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A few days passed, Joe was unable to concentrate on any work 


THE MYSTERIOUS RIDDLES 


‘The pendulum started oscillatingand = THEN YOU'LL KNOW WHAT. 


Joe found a small hole in the bob of YOUR FATE WOULD BE. 
the pendulum, He watched it closely QPEN IN THE DAWN 


and found it to be a key hole. He = WHEN THE SUN IS IN THE 
found a small paper rolled inside the HORIZON 


MAKE IT YOUR LEISURE 











hole and there was a clue again. It TO FIND MY ANCESTRAL 
read: TREASURE. 
| ALWAYS KEEP MY EYE ON IT Je was frustrated now. He 


INSIDE MY WRITING KIT thought that it was just 
THERE YOU WILL FIND THE someone's plan to fool the 
'KEY' others. He was about to throw the 
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paper away, when he saw a portrait 
of his great grand father decorating 
the wall, As he was admiring the 
beauty of the painting, suddenly 
something struck his mind. He fol- 
lowed in the direction where the eyes 
were looking. 

There he found a little box amidst 
apile of books, all covered with dust. 
He openad it and saw a pen, a book 
and everything that were essential for 
writing. There was a litle bulge in- 
side the book. Yes! That was the 
‘KEY’. Joe's happiness knew no 
bounds. He took the key, 
fled to the clock and 
very eagerly opened 
the bob of the pendu- 
lum. To his surprise he 
found a box tull of dia- 





monds. 

There was a letter also inside the 
box stating: 

WELL DONE MY GREAT 
GRAND CHILD. | KNEW THAT IT 
MUST BE ‘YOU’. 

Joe ran downstairs and showed 
the diamonds to his parents. Every- 
one was overjoyed. Even today, Joe 
keeps narrating this story to his chil- 
dren. But something always puzzles 
him to this day. How did his great 
grandpa know that he would be the 
successful one? 

L. Akshaya Prashanthi 
CY) Std Vil 
6§.B.B.S.S. School,Chennal 








You have to be real quick in sending your answers. Send them in on the 
very same day that you receive your favourite magazine. No time to lose! 


1.Sir C.V. Raman 2.J.C. Bose, 3.Abdul Kalam, 4.H.J.Bhabha, 
5i3S.Chandrasekhar, 6. Y.Nayudamma. 


LUCKY WINNERS 
1, RAMYA PARTHASARATHI, 3. K.SNEHA PRIYA, 

























Tinuchirapalli - 17 Suilurupeta, Nellore. 
2, NMADHU VANTHINI, 4. K.POORNIMA 
Bangalore - 94 Chennai - 35. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
* There will be a contest every month. 

# Four lucky winners will receive a set of books worth Rs.250/- each, from| 
Scholastic India (P) Ltd. 

* Fill in the form on the next page and mail it to us. 

Strictly for school going children. 

‘¢ Any number of entries can be sent by you, but no photocopies. 
All details asked for in the form must be filled in and 
complete. Entries without complete details will be rejected. 
* Use a ball point pen to write. Write neatly and 
clearly. 

¢ The person with an ‘all-correct’ entry is the 
winner. If there are more than one ‘alhcorrect’ 
entries, then the lucky winner/s will be decided 
by a draw of lot, from out of the all correct entries. 
+ The books will be sent to you direct by Scholastic 
India (Pvt) Lid. Their decision with the choice of books 
's final 

} The last date for receiving entries for each 
contest will be mentioned in the entry 
form, 
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| 
Name | 
Age ' 
School | 
Residential | 
Address c | 
Pin: | 
Signature ae acc cpa i 
CHOOSE THE CORRECT SYNONYM _~ | 
| 
1) Plumb stout, straight, a fruit t 
2) Recipe receiver, get, formula t 
3) Stench clean, odour, powerful | 
4) Trinket basket, tiny, ornament | 
5) Abyss a game, gorge, misuse ; 
6) Dormant inactive, a mouse, bedroom { 
7) Hermit brave, hero, recluse | 
8) Meek meet, humble, silent y 
Mail to fi] 
Editor 
1 
1 
{ 
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Bears are heavy and rough. They are 
omnivores (they feed both on plants and other 
animals) and have a life span of about 50 
years, 


There are many species of bears. The 
colours vary from black, brown, grey and 
white. 


Polar bear 


Himalayan bear 


Bears love honey. When) 
they attack a bee hive, the bees 
sting them. However, the bears| 
remain unaffected. 


Bears have an acute sense of 
sight and smell. This helps them to 
spot their prey even at a distance 
of over one km. 
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Another favourite diet of the bears is the 
termite. They destroy the termite hills and suck 
in the insects with their mouth while keeping their 
nostils tightly shut! 










Bears have strong 
and firm feet and sharp 
and curved claws. They 
are good climbers and 
excellent swimmers. 





Bears do not 
have incisors on 
their upper jaw. 
This gap facilitates 
easy sucking of 
the termites. 


When they do not find water to drink on the 
surface, bears quench their thirst by digging the 
earth and drinking the underground water! 


The Alaskan Brown Bear is the 
largest among all brown bears. 


Bears hibernate during 
winter. They sleep at a 
‘stretch for 4 to 5 months. 
‘They eat alot during summer |... 
and store enough fat in their | ~ 

bodies to last out the winter. 
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Bear cubs are unbelievably tiny- 


The Kodiak Bear is found in the Sometimes as tiny as a mouse! 
island of Kodiak near Alaska. 





Himalayan Black Bears have a unique habit. When the family moves 
from one place to another, the father is ahead of the line followed by the 
mother and then the eldest of the cubs. The youngest brings up the rear! 





‘The Polar Bear is really large - its infact the largest carnivore on land. 
‘The body and the bottom of the feet are covered with thick fur. It walks at 
‘apace of 40 kms per hour, The feeding habit is strange and unique - only 
plants during summer; only fish and meat of seals during winter! 
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‘The mother Polar Bear feeds her 
cub first and only then eats for $ 
herselt. If there are no ‘et-overs’, Bears generally use at a 

fh ‘ fore leg to attack or hold anything. 
frente. mother goes beng But, the Polar Bears of the North 


Pole are an exception. They use 


The Koala Bear! their jeft leg! 


Q) of Australia looks 
like a bear. But it is 
not a member of 

by, the bear family. 
It is classified 


as a marsupi- 
al and feeds 
only on the 





The sloth 







isalazy bear. ° 

It sleeps 18 The sloth spends most 
hours a day of its life time on trees! It 
and hangs moves slowly and 





upside down 
while it 
sleeps. 


clumsily on the ground, 
only when it shifts from 
‘one tree to another, This 
shifting may even take 
several hours. 
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ixams are fast approaching. These 
hints will surely help you to prepare 
well and face the exams with a lot 
i more confidence. 


GENERAL HINTS 

* Never panic. 

* Do not study late night, Sleep is very 
essential for a healthy mind, (Too much 
sleep is not good either!) 

* Study for atleast three hours 
everyday. This three hour period should 
have no other distractions. 

* Work out a time table for the next 
day before winding up your work for that 
day, 


FOR MATHEMATICS 
* Practice for one hour everyday, 
Practice only when you are in the right 
frame of mind 
* Sums cannot be learnt ‘by heart’. 
a) Ad ml % 
LES 
Understand the concept, the IE 
‘method and then proceed, iL. 
* Soft music might help 
you fee relaxed while doing 
maths; but do not let 
your mind get 
diverted. 










* Practice sums from different books, 
This will enhance your capability to deal 
with any and every sum, 

* Tutors are okay, but do not depend 
overly on them. If you have any doubts, 
approach your school teacher first, 
Sometimes the tutors teach you a 
different method which might not be 
accepted by your school teacher. 

* Learn your mathematical tables and 
all the formulae thoroughly. 

* Do not get stuck with a particular 
‘sum during the exam. Move onto the next 
‘one and come back to the difficult one 
later. This saves time. 

* After completing the exam, check 
your paper once definitely, twice if 
possible, to correct any mistakes you 
have made, 

* Most importantly be calm and 
rolaxed. You are sure to do wel 


FOR ENGLISH 
* Read and study 
your text thoroughly. 
| * Avoid using 
1D words like you'll, 
‘we'l instead use the 
full form ‘you 
will’, ‘we will” 





at. 

* Practice writing essays, stories in 
your rough note book. Ask your elders to 
‘check and correct your mistakes. 

* Speak more and more in English, 
Certainly avoid mixing of two or more 
languages while speaking 

* Do not hunt and struggle for 
bombastic words. Use simple words in 
short and clear sentences 

* Participate in debates, elocutions, 
essay writing competitions and oratorical 
competitions. This is sure to improve your 
confidence in the subject. 


FOR HISTORY 

* Learn 2-3 dates everyday. This way, 
you will be thorough with all the dates 
‘when the exam approaches 

* An interesting and enjoyable way of 
remembering events is to stand in front 
‘of the mirror and actually act out. Imagine 
yourself to be king or minister and enact 
aloud. 


FOR GEOGRAPHY 
* Go through your atlas everyday - it 
makes interesting browsing even at bed 
time 
* Study and practice atleast one map 
daily. 


FOR SCIENCE 

* Understand the concepts. Do not 
learn by rote. 

* Write down the steps as points in a 
rough book. Its then sufficient to read 
this on the day before the exam. 

* Look out for incidents that occur in 
your everyday lite and try to relate them 
to the various theories. This helps you to 
remember easily and also makes learning 








alot of fun. 

* Try out simple experiments at home 
with the help of your parents and share 
the joy with them. 

* Do not neglect the illustrations and 
leave them forthe last minute, Remember 
that illustrations too carry marks in your 
exams. Practice your diagrams as and 
‘when you study the theory. 

* Write down your formulae and 
‘equations in a note book and look into it 
‘on the day before the exam. 

Use the above hints and you will find 
yoursell gaining more and more 
confidence. Your marks will then 
automatically increase. 

Wish you all the best in your coming 
examination. 

~Neelima Chakraborty, Std. X, St. 
Joseph's H.S., Matigara. 
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There are many stories in 
Mythology that talk about God 
taking the form of a human being 
for various valid purposes. 
Here's one such story. 


\durai, a city in the south of 

TamilNadu is situated on the 
banks of a small river Vaigai. The deity 
in the Siva temple here is known as 
Chokkesar or Sundareswarar. It is said 
that Devi Meenakshi, the incarnation 
of Goddess Parvathi ruled from 
Madurai and Lord Siva came down to 
marry her. 

More than a thousand years ago, 
Madurai flourished as the capital of the 
Pandya kings. Once, the river Vaigai 
swelled with floods. There was panic 
in the entire kingdom and people were 
frantic as to what should be done, 

‘The king had to take a quick deci- 
sion. Being wise, he sent his drummer 
to make an announcement. The drum- 
‘mer seated on the elephant said “Each 
and every family in the 
kingdom must send atleast 
one able bodied man tomor- 
row to help in raising the 
banks of the Vaigai. The 
person must bring along 
with him a shovel to digand 
throw mud, sand and 
stones, Any family that fails 
in fulfilling this duty will be 
punished. This is the king’s 
order.” 











n old Woman named 
Vandhi lived all alone, 





ina small hut near the river, 
She made her living by 
selling ‘pitty’, a traditional 


steamed dish made out of 


rice flour and jaggery. E 
eryone liked the “pitt 
made by her and people 
thronged outside her litte 
hut in the morning hours, 

Vandhi became worried 
that she had no one in her 
home whom she could 
send to fulfill the king’s 
order. Being an ardent 
devotee of Lord Shiva, she 
thought of him - her only 
friend and guide, 

‘Chokkesa, my Lord. 1 
have nobody except you. 
How can Ihelp to stop the 
flood. Whom can 1 send 
from my home?” Vandhi 
satin front of her house sad 
and disappointed. 

Just then, a young man 








ZPARAROLTO 





appeared before Vandhi 


singing and swinging a 
shovel. “Do you want a 
coolie, old lady?” he 
asked. 
Vandhi was taken 
aback. “What is your 
name my dear son?” she 
asked, 

“Everyone calls me 
Chokkan,” came the 
prompt reply. 


andhi was overjoyed 
on hearing the name 
of her lord. She briefed 
Chokkan about the king's 
orders and asked if he 
could go to help. “I can 
give you only some 













‘pittu’ as wages, I have 
‘no money” she explained. 

Chokkan smiled to himself and 
agreed to help. However, on reaching 
the work spot, he began to talk to all 
the men out there, distracting them 
from their work. He ran every now and 
then to the old lady for his ‘wages’ but 
never really got down to doing any 
work. 

Vandhi had a tough time that day. 
Usually, her ‘pittu’ would be firm and 
strong like pancakes but on that par- 
ticular day, they began to crumble. 
Chokkan however, was not bothered 
about the shape. It tasted good and so 
he ate to his heart's content! Vandhi 
little realised that Chokkan was not per- 
forming his duty. She kept feeding him 
happily! 
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he king looked majestic riding on 

his chariot, He came to inspect the 
work and felt happy that the banks were 
raised! He went along the course of 
the river feeling satisfied, until at one 
spot he found water gushing out 
through a hole in the bund. 

Shocked and angry, the king 
shouted. “Whose portion is this? Who 
works here?” 

Ofcourse, the place was Vandhi's 
and Chokkan had not been working! 
‘Vandhi was called for. 

“How dare you disobey my orders 
you old lad; sked the king fuming 
with anger. 

“[ trusted a young man Chokkan to 
do the work for me Your Majesty, as I 
have no one else. I even gave him my 








stopped gushing out! 


0 nly then people 
realised what had 
happened; how the 
bund had been raised 
even though they were 
incapable of completing 
such a huge task in such 
a short time, The 
Pandya king and Vandhi 
knew who Chokkan 
was, The old woman 
stood speechless that the 





‘pittu’ as wages and he has been eat- 
ing all of it, It seems to me that I have 
been deceived” wailed the old woman, 


hokkan was fast asleep under a 
shady tree, He was soon brought 
before the king, his hands bound. 

“You are strong and young, very 
capable of doing work... and you de- 
ceived this poor old Indy! How dare 
you! You deserve a few lashings ...” 
‘The king then gave his orders. 

At the very first blow that 
Chokkan received, at that very 
‘moment, everyone around him, ev- 
ery living creation on earth, even 
the old woman and the king him- 
self felt a blow on their body! Ev- 
eryone screamed in pain. But 
Chokkan never flinched, 

Chokkan grinned to himself. The 
ropes binding his hands had snapped! 
He took just a handful of mud and 
threw itin the direction ofthe hole, The 
hole had been filled and the water 








Lord himself had come 
forward to help her and also save the 
kingdom from being flooded. She felt ev- 
ermore grateful and thankful to 
Chokkesar, - Anandhi 
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POET POURRI 
Close to me you always 






stay, 
Willing, eager, ready to 
play. 


You buy me many 
things to munch, 
But nothing to equal 
your lunch, 


You are always gentle 


and giving 
‘And ever so loving. 


Md like you, you are not wild, 


I thank God for being your 
grand child. 
Attthough you are very old, ~ A. Sachin Kumar, Std V, 
You are as precious as gold. PSBB (KK Nagar), Chennai. 





VY The soldier is ready with a gun, 


He doesn't have any fun, 
(17 99 Leaving his children and his wife, 
He's ready to sacrifice his life, 
Wars leave people mutilated 
Cities barren and devastated. 












Now, our weapons me must all drop. 
And to these wars say ‘stop’! 
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Gopal : 
injured? 





Tell me, why is the joke 


Ramesh. : Someone just 


cracked itl 


v 











= R, Lakshmi, Std. IX, 
National HS, Kolkatta. 


Shyam : Ram, 
look! The thiet has 
snatched your portable TV. Why 
are you not chasing him? 

Ram : Don't you worry. The 
remote control is with me! 

4 ~ R, Lakshmi, Std. IX, 
National HS, Kolkatta, 












A. Vivek : Why did the skeleton 
climb the tree? 
Seenu : Because, the dog 
was after his bones! 
= Chris Fernando, 
Virar 
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KIDS 
STUDENTS 
HOUSEWIVES & 
EMPLOYEES 
anybody can learn this 
interesting and useful course 
(Age 6 to 60) 

Come on! Write your address 
and put 4/- Rs. stamp inside the 
cover, mail it, for details. 


hae 


A.J. ART COURSE 


Meenakshi Apartments, 
1st Cross, Dhandeeswaram, 
Velachery, Chennai - 600 042. 
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THE KIND 
GESTURE 


6&f" give each of you a small card 
board box and a sheet of gift 
wrapper. With the permission of your 
parents each one of you must buy an 
inexpensive gift, pack it up and give it 
tome. Butremember, do notwrite your 
‘name on it” 

The children were very excited, 
‘They knew that Mrs. Sheela always 
thought of wonderful things to do, What 
‘could it be this time? 

Kapil was naughty and mean. He 
‘always played tricks and pranks on the 
‘other children. He placed a stone in a 
ball of cotton wool and placed it inside 
the box, wrapped it up neatly and gave 
ito Mrs, Sheela the next day. 

“Tilcall out your names one by one. 
Each one of you will receive a gift. 
Ofcourse you won't know what and 
from whom the gift is. That's the sur- 
prise. Ready all of you?"said Mrs. 
Sheela. 

‘The children opened the gifts with 
‘greatjoy-pens, balls, chocolates, pen- 
cil boxes... 











[Kei vesintears. when he opened 
the box, what do you think he saw? 
You guessed it right-he stone that he 
had packed with spite and meaness! 

Mrs. Sheela put her arm around 
Kapil in comfort as she brought out a 
lovely key chain from her hand bag. 

Kapil felt terribly ashamed but at 
that very second he made a resolution 
never to be spiteful or mean. 


—R. Nisheavidha 


Std Vill, 
, Tambaram, Chennai. 





depressing performance by the Indian 
cricket team! That India should lose 
three ofthe six ODIs against Englands indced 
ashame! Victory was lost by a hair's breadth 
‘The Indians are branded as tigers in their 
homeland. Even this may not hold good 
anymore. For all that India boasts of having 
the world’s best opening pair in batting, it was 
yet another newly found combination that 
clicked inthis series -if at al. 


Ts it the tack of team spirit that is so 
\widely and loudly spoken about? Is it 
the poor fielding or pathetic bowling 
performance? Is it the unexciting, 
Uuniavolving aptancy or the absence 
of strategy? Is it the throwing away of 
wickets due to reckless shots at crucial 
junctures or the poor running between 
the wickets? Is it the lack of experience 
in the middle order or perhaps the 
absence of the ‘level headed’ Dravid 
‘who was missed? 

‘One may have different views but 
the result always seems to be the same. 

While Srinath and Kumble seem to 


pee OE 

j Agarkar wastoo 
generous and 
never lived up to 
expectations 
Zaheer Khan, young 
and energetic, a super 
performer in domestic 
cricket was neglected. If 
at all there was a steady 
bowling performance, it 
came from the hands of 
Harbhajan, 












‘SPORTS TALK 


‘The England team had aclear advantage 
ints captain Nasser Husain, who Kept the 
team spirit high and going, The English men 
took full advantage of the many blunders 
commited by te Indians, one aftr the other, 
Many hats in this English side were 
comparitvely new. Three cheesto them for 
levelling the series! 

One must mention the good batting 
performance of Trescothick (one century and 
one near century there were no centuries on 
the Indian side) andthe ll round performance 


of Flintoff that boosted the morale of the 
touring side. 

Sachin might have been adjudged as the 
man of the series (much to his surprise). But 
Flintoff deserved it more. 








‘The World Cupis round the comer, There 
{is nothing that mere words can do. The team 
needs tobe meted out with suitable treatment 
Forthis, th problems within and without need 
to be addressed straight away in a very 
postive manner 


- Egnath 













The saddest story 


hree friends Joe, Sid and Harry 
shared a flat on the 75th floor 
of a sky scraper in 
New York. One night 
they returned home 
together and found 
that the lifts were not working. 
The only way to reach their flat 
was to walk up the stairs! 






















L=: .. suno....and other such 
equivalents in all languages 
are only gimmicks to attract one's 
attention. While we want others 
to listen to us most of the time, 
we rarely pay attention to what 
others say. ‘Listening’ is a skill, 
a very important skill that helps 
us to learn, observe, realise, 
understand, accept...... the 
advantages are endless. 

Whom and What do we 
listen to? 

First and foremost the 
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“It’s a long way to the top” said Joe, 
“I'll sing as we go up the first twenty 
five floors, Sid can tell us jokes over the 
next twenty five and Harry can tell us a 


story over the last 
twenty five. That 
= will take our 
minds off the 
hardwork.”” 





teacher in class. If you really 
listen and pay attention in class, 
half your work is done in school. 

+ Your parents and the advise 
they give. It will appear that they 
go on and on... Do not plag 
your ears with cotton, but think 
what and why they are telling 
you over and over again. 

+ Instructions - whether «ih 
school or at home, in the exam 
hall, on the road, on the play 
field. Instructions are crucial since 
you first learn what is accepted 
and what is not. It tells you what 
you can do and what you simply 
























cannot. Being a democratic citizen 
of India does not give you the 
authority to do what you want. 
Your freedom ends where your 
neighbour's freedom begins 

* Words, ideas, and language. 
While words and ideas inspire 
you, vocabulary, fluency and style 
are acquired only by conversing 
with people who are good at that 
language. Learning of a language 
comes after all only through 
imitation. 


Also 





+ Listen to your conscience, 


hey began climbing. Joe sang song 

after song and before they knew it 
they were on the twenty fifth floor. Then 
Sid took over. He regaled his friends 

with jokes and in no time at all 

they were on the fiftieth 

floor. 
“Now it’s my tui 





" said Harry 
mournfully, “and let me begin 
with a true story - the 
saddest story. I left our 
house keys in the car.” 
‘And what happened 
after that is any- 
body's guess! 


-L. Janani, 
13 years, 
RS.K 
School, 
Trichy - 94, 


to your heart. Do what is right 
even if every one around you is 
doing the wrong. 
% Listen to the cry of the 
needy, the homeless, the helpless, 
the weak, to just about any one 
who needs a patient ear. 

% Listen to the sounds of 
silence, to the songs of birds, to 
the swish of wind and the sound 
of rain 

Listen to the music of life 
and the living. 

‘ Listen and think before you 
leap and act. 

- Jyoti Swaroop, 
Scholastic India (Pvt) Ltd. 
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THE DAY 
EVERYTHING 


WENT WRONG) 


Ween 1 went down to breakfast 
‘one moming, I found a note from my 
parents saying that they had gone out 
and would be back in a few hours. I 
\was just thinking that I would have the 
whole house to myself when my eyes 
set upon another note. It was a list of 
chores! On Sunday morning! 


T rooted at the note and saw that 
‘my first chore was to run the washing 
machine. That seemed simple.I 
switched it on and while it was 
working, to save time, I decided to do 
the next chore which was cleaning my 
room. Now that would have been an 
easy job, except that dead leaves and 
flowers (I collect them), old cricket bats 
and balls (I play occasionally), old 
clothes, anything and everything can be 
found in my room. Fortunately, 
T cleaned up my room sooner 
than I expected. I then ran to 
the washing machine and 
Pushed the button 








hard. It did not 
budge. I used all 
my force on it and 

it did go down. 
But, it came back 
up again and 
whizzed towards 
the ceiling. The 
spring had broken, Now, 
there was no way out for R 
‘me but to throw open 

the door of the washing — 
‘machine and let the water flow 

out 





My sext chore was t0 cut the 
ladies finger, which seemed to be the, 
easiest job. Chop, chop, chop... Ouch! 
Along with the ladies finger I had also 
ccut my finger! It started to bleed so I 
washed it and wore a band-aid. 

I decided to take a break and fix 
myself a snack, Just as opened the jam. 
jar I heard the door bell loud and clear. 
1 was so frightened, I dropped the jar. 
‘Now the jam was all over the floor. 


My moses stared atthe washing 
machine. I tried to explain but 
in vain, She was so angry. And 
‘when she went to the kitchen 
and saw the jam jar on the 
floor,...she. 
Tam sure you would have 
‘guessed what happened after 
that! 





+S. Soumya, 
Std VIIA, 
PSS. School, 
Chennai. 







STUCK IN LADAKH 


Orteacher Mrs. Renu Kolhi and 
her husband were on their way to 
Ladakh on a sight-secing tour. They 
Were travelling by a jeep. 

‘At that time there were floods in 
Ladakh. The road to Ladakh had a 
ditch right in the middle. The road was 
almost entirely swept off by the floods 
and the ditch overflowed. The jeep 
‘could not proceed any further. 

Nearly forty five minutes passed 
before a crane arrived at that point. The 
‘crane was used to dig out soil and sand 
to fill up the ditch. It was only after 
twelve hours that the work was over 
and people resumed their journey. 

What an experience! We were 
shocked to hear about it from our 
teacher, 

- Dipika Pillay, 
Std VII, SAHS, 
Secunderabad. ~ 


LOCKED INSIDE 
Tisnappened tomy 


wes EXPERIENCE 


uncle recently. My uncle and aunt 
hhad to take their baby son to the 
hospital one night. So they left 
theirtwo daugters at home and 
told them to watch TV so that 
they would be awake when they 
returned home. 
But when my uncle retumed, the 
children were fast asleep, having 
closed the windows of the room for 
safety. 

My uncle and aunt, in order to wake 
them up, rang the door bell, called their 
‘names and banged on the door several 
times. But there was no response. 

Frightened, they began to go around 
the house, trying various means to 
wake them up. Nearly an hour later, one 
of them woke up, opened the door and 
went back to sleep at once, 


§ Flow aia you come inside the 
house?” the girl asked the next 
‘moming. She could not remember that 
she had opened the door. My uncle and 
aunt were shocked. What if someone 
else had come and they had opened the 
door? 

Rengashini, Std XI, 
Duthie Girls HSS, Nagercoil-1. 








Dear Reader... 


t all began in 1957. Harish Chandra, 

fa fourteen year old boy scout saved 
India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru from a burning tent in Delhi. It 
was then that Nehru decided that 
children too should be adjudged for their 
bravery and valour. 

‘Twenty five children chosen from all 
‘ver the country have been decorated 
with 





bravery awards by the 
government of India this January. These 
awards are given every year, near about 
Republic day, to children who have 
shown extraordinary courage under 
di it circumstances. Each child will 
have a true story. One boy would have 
helped to save a drowning person; 
another would have run after and caught 
a thief; and so on... 
While we congratulate the award 
winners, it must also be remembered 
that not every one gets a chance to show 





his or her valour. Opportunity presents 
itself only to a few, and those, if they 
are really brave, prove their worth. 

There is also another aspect to this. 
Supposing you find a man drowning; 
certainly you would like to save him. But 
you may not know swimming. In that 
case it would not be bravery but 
foolishness to plunge into the river. So, 
‘not only opportunity but also ability 
counts. 


We need not feel sorry or ashamed 
if we are not adventurous enough to 
demonstrate our courage. There is 
another kind of bravery which anyone 
can practise and be proud of, That is 
bravery of the mind as opposed to 
FA] sical courage, We should be brave 
ES enough not to fall prey to people who 

mislead us; brave enough to 

resist temptations of the 

wrong kind; and brave enough 
ou utter the truth and not suppress it. 

To give a few examples, your friend 
‘may ask you to share a cigarette that he 
is smoking; you may be tempted to view 
TV for more hours than what is good 
for you; and at times you may have to 
betray a friend who had copied in an 
examination, 

To do the right thing and to avoid the 
wrong requires a stout heart and it is 
tested several times a day. |am sure that 
Gokulam readers will develop this kind 
of bravery, much needed in everyday lif, 

- Editor 
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WHICH TWO ARE ALIKE? “For how long were you in 
jail, John?” 

“Two weeks.” 

“What's the charge?” 

“No charge, everything is 
free.” 








-R. Kuttiprasanna, 


HOW MANY CIRCLES? 


G:zemsuy 





prey, 


4g) Start Building Vour 


Child's Tomorrow, Today 


BATCHES COMMENCE ON 
15th’ & 29th Apr. 





